Teton Valley]

A Welcoming Place
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estless kids looking to burn off some energy after a long car ride will find plenty of hands-on interactive
fun at the Teton Geotourism Center in Driggs, Idaho. From sitting in a real dogsled and watching a
video featuring a musher’s-eye-view of a wild ride, to pretending to steer a fishing boat, to conquering
a six-foot tall rock climbing wall, the center offers plenty of options for kids to get their wiggles out.

It also offers plenty of options for adult visitors. A
winding river on the floor leads visitors through
seasonally-themed exhibits about the valley’s
history and culture. A hot air balloon basket and
ski lift chair dangle from the ceiling, and the walls
feature tasteful exhibits commemorating record
snowfalls, old-fashioned ski bindings, and modern
avalanche safety equipment. A grain silo contains
an agricultural exhibit honoring generations of
local farming families, and authentic “mountain
man” blankets and bullets are also on display.
The center opened on Main Street in Driggs last
August, after breaking ground in January of 2014.
During its first 60 days of operation, 3,000 visitors
came to check it out—with hardly any publicity.
Organizers didn’t know quite how many visitors
would come, but they were pleased with the
unexpectedly high turnout. “We were quite surprised,” executive director Cynthia Rose said.
Funded in part by a federal highway grant, the
momentum for the facility began in 2007, but it
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“We’ve had so much
support from everyone in
the community and
all along the Teton
Scenic Byway.”

[

–Cynthia Rose, executive director

This summer, a NOLS 50th anniversary exhibit
will offer visitors insight into the fabled outdoor
leadership school. The rotating exhibit space will
change over time to highlight different aspects
of the community. “The purpose of the center is
to give out education and information about the
byway, the area’s history, culture, geography, natural assets, and different things to do,” Rose said.

took a number of years before the idea really found
traction. Cynthia Rose is the Teton Geotourism Center’s executive director, and she guided its development. It is currently fully staffed by volunteers.

Free Wifi is available in the building, and it also
extends into the outdoor plaza so people can
relax in the sun while checking their email. The
lobby offers brochures on local things to do as
well as the all-important public restroom.

Volunteers were instrumental in the collaborative process to create the center and develop
its exhibits, contributing over 2,000 hours of
their time. A committee of residents from all the
byway communities worked together on the project. “We’ve had so much support from everyone
in the community and all along the Teton Scenic
Byway,” Rose said.

In addition to exhibits, the center also features
a small gift shop selling exhibit-based greeting
cards and a few other small items. However, they
strive not to compete with local businesses. If
people want to purchase a trail guide or other
item available locally, the friendly volunteers are
happy to point people to a community business
where they can find the item for sale. n

